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Independent national source of evidence for best practice
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Discover diverse learning

This site is for all teachers of diverse learners. Discover more about our founding principles. 
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Learning designer | Content producer
Autism CRC

Ashton Bartz
Research and Community Engagement Officer
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Why it is important to consider students’ 
sensory preferences and needs? 
Many students, including those 
on the autism spectrum, have 
specific sensory needs and 
preferences that, when 
considered, create positive, 
inclusive learning environments 
for everyone.
Educators play an important role 
in managing sensory 
environments in schools and 
classrooms to support academic 
success and well-being. 
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Sensory Audit Checklist: 
for Primary and Secondary schools 

This checklist will help you 
effectively and consistently 
manage the sensory elements 
of the physical learning spaces 
in your school. 

A whole-school approach only 
works with buy-in from the 
school leaders and teachers 
undertaking and implementing 
sensory audits . 
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Sensory Audit Checklist
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Sensory Audit Checklist

• Visual environment 
oLighting, clutter, distractions, seating 

• Auditory environment 
oBackground noise, acoustics, noise-

cancelling options, clear 
communication

• Tactile environment 
oComfortable seating, temperature, 

comfortable textures, fidgets and 
sensory tools
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Sensory Audit Checklist

• Olfactory environment
oUnpleasant smells, air quality

• Movement and space
oRoom layout, movement breaks, 

seating
• General classroom environment

oRoutine and predictability, visual 
supports, quiet and calm spaces
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Discover diverse learning and 
embrace inclusive education with… 

Thanks for joining us!

inclusionED.edu.au
autismcrc.com.au

Email: hello@inclusionED.edu.au
Facebook: 

facebook.com/inclusioned.edu.au 

10

http://www.autismcrc.com.au

